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2009 DOZEN DISTINCTIVE DESTINATIONS

Joint application prepared and funded by Athens CVB (Hannah Smith), Athens Welcome Center (Ethiel Garlington), and Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation (Amy Kissane)

Application submitted by Athens CVB

1.  City and State Name:  
Athens, Georgia

2.  Describe in 250 words or less how this destination provides an authentic visitor experience.
Nestled just below the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the vibrant college town of Athens, Georgia is known for its unique blend of traditional heritage and trend-setting Southern culture.  Home to the University of Georgia, America’s first state-chartered college, Athens and the University have grown together over the past two centuries to develop a distinctly urbane academic and artistic culture.  Numerous art galleries are filled with works from local artists, and the Georgia Museum of Art hosts traveling exhibitions in addition to the state’s permanent collection of over 10,000 pieces.  The State Botanical Garden of Georgia is one of many public gardens that capture nature’s beauty in Athens, home to America’s first garden club.  Guided, self-guided, audio and podcast tours of 15 historic districts and four house museums represent a range of architectural styles and provide a glimpse into the past.  Athens is a notable stop on Georgia’s Antebellum Trail, both for the extent of architecture that was spared during Sherman’s March to the Sea and for the number of Confederate leaders whose homes were located in this area.  Athens’ downtown has been designated a historic district and the restored Victorian-era buildings remain as vital as ever, housing an eclectic mix of restaurants, retail shops, art galleries, professional offices, living spaces, and world-renowned music clubs.  The vibe and creative energy that gave birth to R.E.M. and the B-52’s are alive and well today!
3.  List Web sites that provide a sense of the community.
OFFICIAL TOURISM SITE: www.visitathensga.com 
NOMINATION SUPPORTER SITES: www.downtownathensga.com;  www.achfonline.org; www.athenswelcomecenter.com; www.civilwaringeorgia.org; COOL VIDEO:  http://www.turnhere.com/city/Athens_GA/All/films/305.aspx; PODTOUR DOWNLOAD:  http://www.athenswelcomecenter.com/video-tours.html  ATTRACTIONS: www.uga.edu/gamuseum;  www.uga.edu/botgarden; www.athensgreenway.com  
LIVE MUSIC:  www.georgiatheatre.com;  www.40watt.com; www.meltingpointathens.com;  www.flagpole.com;

4.  Is this destination part of an on-going National Trust for Historic Preservation program (e.g., Main Street, Historic Hotels of America, Statewide and Local Partner, Partner Places, etc.)? If yes, please list these organizations. Do these organizations endorse the nomination? 
Yes, Athens was one of the first Main Street cities in Georgia and that program is currently run by the Athens Downtown Development Authority (ADDA). Included in this nomination packet is a letter of support from Kathryn Lookofsky, ADDA/Main Street Director.

The Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation, one of the nominators, is a National Trust Statewide and Local Partner.

5.  Describe how local citizens are engaged in the promotion and protection of the destination's heritage and way of life. Is there a local preservation organization that endorses this nomination?
Athens-Clarke County citizens are very engaged in the promotion and protection of this community’s heritage and way of life. That commitment is demonstrated every day by the actions of individuals and organizations at all levels of our community, without whom we would not have the rich material legacy that surrounds us. As you will see, the stewardship of our historic resources is indeed a partnership. 

The Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation is a 40-year old, local, not-for-profit, membership organization with over 500 members. Its mission is historic preservation advocacy and education, and it is involved in the community in a broad range of ways from serving as the umbrella organization for Hands On Athens (a low-income historic home revitalization program that involves over 400 community volunteers each year) and the Athens Historic House Museum Association (a consortium of local government and private foundations) to advocating for the local designation of historic districts. The Foundation strongly endorses this application and is one of the three nominators.  
Four different entities care for the historic house museums making up our Museum Mile: Athens-Clarke County (A-CC) owns and cares for the Ware-Lyndon House; the Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation and A-CC take care of the Church-Waddel-Brumby House, which also serves as the Athens Welcome Center; the Jr. League of Athens manages the National Historic Landmark Taylor-Grady House (also owned by A-CC); and the Watson-Brown Foundation owns and operates the T. R. R. Cobb House.  Downtown Athens is a National Register and locally-designated historic district. 
The Athens Downtown Development Authority and the Downtown Athens Business Association, a membership organization, play active roles in ensuring that the buildings making up this district are cared for and adaptively used. The Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Athens Welcome Center promote downtown as an essential destination for anyone visiting Athens.  
The Classic Center, A-CC’s local convention center, is located downtown.  The decision in the 1990s to locate The Classic Center downtown and use of historic buildings within the convention center complex clearly reflects the community’s appreciation of its history and the role our heritage can play in economic development.  The Classic Center currently holds over 700 events per year; its setting in the midst of the vibrant, historic downtown is a main attractor for event organizers who choose to bring their groups to Athens.  
The University of Georgia is another important stewardship partner. Over the last ten years, the University has rehabilitated and restored numerous buildings on its National Register-listed North Campus. In addition, university fraternities and sororities own and maintain over 13 extremely significant historic residences located within the Milledge Avenue National Register District. The Alpha Gamma Delta Sorority was honored this past spring with a Stewardship Award from the Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation for their long-term care and stewardship of one of A-CC’s most remarkable historical properties, the Thomas-Carithers House.  
The Athens Historical Society, a private membership organization soon to celebrate its 50th anniversary, is extremely active in promoting local history, from its quarterly publication, the Athens Historian, to educational programs offered throughout the year.  
The Oconee River corridor is an important landscape feature of our community and a very significant historical feature. In the early 1970s local citizens began actively pursuing a greenway for the Athens community. Millions of dollars have been invested in the county’s Oconee Rivers Greenway network, including local SPLOST dollars, and one of the highlights of the network, the aptly named Heritage Trail (image included with this application), includes interpretive panels educating visitors and residents about the community’s history.  Taking cues from the adjoining river, the panels feature historic images illustrating the role of the river in the life and history of the community. Across the river and up the hill from Heritage Trail, a new multimodal center features exhibits on the transportation history of A-CC.  
Finally, Athens has 15 National Register districts and, ultimately, the stewardship of these districts is in the hands of local citizens who maintain their homes and businesses and, in many cases, bring buildings back to life through painstaking rehabilitations. The extent to which this type of activity takes place is evident in the number of historic rehabilitation, restoration and stewardship awards that have been given by the Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation in just the last five years, a total of 48. The 2008 awards included recognition of the law firm of State Representative Doug McKillip for their truly miraculous rehabilitation and adaptive use of a turn-of-the-century house that was all but gone.  
The inclusion of historic exhibits in high profile public projects and the infusion of public and private dollars into our historic resources demonstrates the interest that local citizens have in our history and heritage and the desire to keep that history a part of our everyday lives.
6.  Is this destination part of any other historic partnerships, such as Preserve America?  
No
7.  Describe your community's special historic places and events that visitors can experience (e.g., landmarks, places listed on the local, state or national register)? Limit your response to 1 page. 
What better place to start your visit to Athens, Georgia than in the community’s oldest surviving residence, the Church-Waddel-Brumby House Museum (1820), which also serves as the Athens Welcome Center.  Here, visitors are greeted and oriented to the many sides of Athens.  One of her proudest sides is heritage and cultural offerings.  
Downtown Athens possesses a wide range of architectural gems, and visitors can wander its streets to see Victorian-era commercial buildings, sprinkled with sensitive modern infill.  From the art deco Georgia Theater (a world-renowned live music venue and the setting of more than one of hometown R.E.M’s videos) to Athens’ first “skyscraper,” the six-story Commerce Building, there is a wide sampling of historic buildings that are an integral part of our thriving historic downtown.  
To enhance their experience, visitors can hop on a virtual tour by linking to the Downtown Athens Pod tour. The pod tours feature ten videos telling the stories of sites ranging from the African-American Morton Theatre to the Fabulous 40 Watt Club. These videos can be downloaded to iPods and viewed at any time.  Visitors can also take a guided bus tour or download self-guided tour brochures of historic neighborhoods.  
The city of Athens and the University of Georgia, the first state-chartered university in America, are deeply linked.  Downtown’s historic district lies just across the street from UGA’s historic National Register-listed North Campus. Cross over Broad Street and through the iconic Arch (image attached as “This Place Matters”) onto the idyllic campus, also a designated Arboretum, which includes fountains, historic buildings, and gardens dating to the first years of the nineteenth century.  
Athens was settled at the confluence of the North and Middle Oconee Rivers.  The Oconee River Greenway runs through downtown and features a Heritage Trail that covers Athens history with fifty-one interpretive panels covering topics like William Bartram’s Trail, early railroad history, and local manufacturing.   
One mile from downtown, the Milledge Avenue historic district is home to Athens’ most impressive residential architecture.  From stately Greek Revival homes to a mid-century modern gas station, turned Jittery Joe’s coffee shop, Milledge Avenue and the Five Points neighborhood are ideal for antique shopping, fine dining at the Five and Ten Restaurant (home to James Beard honoree Hugh Acheson), and architectural sight-seeing.  
The Prince Avenue historic district now serves as a “Museum Mile,” touting Athens’ four distinctive house museums.  Each house represents a different style and era of architecture.  From the aforementioned 1820s Church-Waddel-Brumby House to the 1830s TRR Cobb House to the 1840s Taylor-Grady House and finally the 1850s Ware-Lyndon House, which also houses the Lyndon House Arts Center, visitors can take a guided interior tour of all four.  
Athens is also an ideal hub for day trips in the surrounding area and is a featured stop on three regional driving trails: the Antebellum Trail, which stretches from Athens to Macon; Georgia’s Civil War Heartland Trail, which includes sites in Athens such as the world’s only double barreled cannon and the Cook and Brothers Armory, where Civil War rifles were manufactured; and Historic 441, a federal highway stretching from Lake City, Tennessee to Miami, Florida and recalling the days of travel before interstates.

8.  Describe how this destination is committed to historic preservation and community revitalization. Does the community have an historic preservation ordinance, National Register Historic Districts, certified local government, etc.? 

Athens-Clarke County (A-CC) is a community committed to the protection of its historic resources. We have 15 National Register districts and 39 National Register landmark properties. A-CC passed a Historic Preservation Ordinance in 1986 and became a Certified Local Government. It has an active Historic Preservation Commission that oversees our 10 local districts and 41 local landmark properties. 
The Historic Preservation Ordinance requires that the County Commission vote to designate local historic properties recommended to them by the Historic Preservation Commission. Two such districts have been designated in the past three years – the Downtown Athens Historic District and the Reese Street Historic District, one of only a few African-American local historic districts in the state of Georgia. Both of these designations were unanimously approved by the County Commission.  
Local historic designation is not the only way our government shows its support for historic preservation. Another is through investment of SPLOST dollars. SPLOST, Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax, is a program that allows local governments to increase their sales tax by $.01, the proceeds from which can then be invested in special projects. Every five years citizens vote on a referendum of proposed projects. In the last fifteen years, numerous historic buildings and resources have been rehabilitated through SPLOST. They include the Morton Theatre, Ware-Lyndon House, Wray-Nicholson House, Memorial Park Recreation Center (originally a tuberculosis hospital), Athens Welcome Center/Church-Waddel-Brumby House, Taylor-Grady House, Foundry Street Warehouses, and Gospel Pilgrim Cemetery.  
In addition, each year the A-CC Department of Human and Economic Development makes recommendations to the A-CC Commission for how to spend Community Development Block Grants and HOME funds. Many of those dollars go to low-income historic neighborhood revitalization programs such as the Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation’s Hands On Athens program, now in its 10th year.  
Even the Clarke County School District (CCSD) has been recognized in the area of historic preservation. Preservation of historic neighborhood schools is a problem nationwide. The Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation awarded CCSD its 2008 President’s Award for the rehabilitation of three such historic schools. The award commended the district on “their success in balancing the all-important mission of public education with the goals of historic preservation, thus preserving these important places in our lives and the lives of future generations.”  
Athens has always been a community proud of its heritage, as evidenced by the existence of the 50-year old Athens Historical Society and the 40-year old Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation. While these organizations formed to counter the planning notions of the day that led to widespread demolitions, today they act as partners in a community that enjoys support of preservation at all levels of government.

9.  If your destination is selected, how will this designation be promoted, and by whom? 

The Athens Convention & Visitors Bureau, the official destination marketing organization for Athens-Clarke County and submitter of this nomination, would take a leading and proactive role in promoting and publicizing Athens as one of the HTHP’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations.  This designation would be featured prominently in our media kit and personal contacts with media.  A press release would be sent to local, regional, national and international media to announce the designation.  
Being designated in 2009 would offer special opportunities for promotion, as Athens is among the Antebellum Trail members celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Trail, Georgia’s oldest and most traveled tourism trail.  Athens’ status as one of the nation’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations would certainly be the lead story during the year-long schedule of special events celebrating this Antebellum Trail anniversary.  
Local signage would also promote our status.  We would create a special Distinctive Destinations heritage itinerary and accompanying travel package, and would promote this package with a giveaway of a travel package.  Through the CVB’s marketing, which includes online and print advertising, direct mail and production of collateral throughout the year, the Dozen Distinctive Destinations designation would be emphasized, highlighted and maximized.
10.  Does your community offer unique lodging, dining, and shopping opportunities that would appeal to heritage travelers? Please list a few favorites. Limit your response to 1 page

LODGING:  Athens has a wide range of accommodations to suit the most discriminating traveler.  The Colonels on Angel Oaks Farm is an antebellum Greek Revival estate that is a fine setting for a B&B.  The Foundry Park Inn & Spa sits on an historic site at the edge of downtown and includes fine dining and an award-winning live music venue, The Melting Point.  The Foundry is the perfect illustration of Athens’ unique blend of Southern heritage and contemporary culture.  During 2009, Athens’ newest upscale property, Hotel Indigo, will open.  Hotel Indigo is a boutique property in the heart of the downtown historic district that will have an arts and music theme.  
DINING:  Athens is fast becoming a true dining destination and the creative energy of the town is present in the many fine independent eateries.  Hugh Acheson, owner and chef of Five and Ten, was honored by the James Beard Foundation as one of five finalists for 2007’s Best Chef: Southeast award.  He earlier appeared on the cover of Food + Wine magazine as one of America’s Top 10 Best New Chefs.  Another local favorite is Farm 255, whose mission is to connect diners with the source of their food.  Farm 255 attains this vision through their affiliation with Full Moon Farms, a local cooperative farm that has the restaurant’s owners, chefs, and servers harvesting ingredients in the morning for that evening’s menu.  Soul food with a great back-story may be found at Weaver D’s Delicious fine Foods, whose slogan, “Automatic for the People,” was the inspiration for one of R.E.M.’s bestselling albums.  Historic downtown is full of other sidewalk cafes and coffee shops that give this bustling town its flavor.  
SHOPPING:  Unique boutiques are the rule, not the exception in historic downtown Athens, which features shops that routinely make the “favorites” lists of renowned national publications such as Southern Living and Lucky magazines.  Agora is a former mechanics’ garage packed with antiques, art, and secondhand finds.  Search out Dynamite for quality vintage clothing and jewelry.  Heery’s Clothes Closet is a long-term staple for pretty party dresses.  Visitors can watch one of the few remaining leather artists creating hand-made sandals at Masada Leather.  Rebecca Wood’s pottery at R. Wood Studios continues to gain national attention and along with Good Dirt is just a sample of local art studios and galleries.  Andree’s Essential Soaps, famous for non-petroleum-based skin care products, were featured in gift bags presented at the 2006 International Emmy Awards.
Other Application Contents:

Letters of support

1.  Bertis Downs/R.E.M.

2.  Heidi Davison, Mayor, Athens-Clarke County Unified Government
3.  Michael Thurmond, native Athenian and Commissioner, Georgia Department of Labor
4.  Kathryn Lookofsky, Director, Athens Downtown Development Authority

5.  Mark C. McDonald, President, Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation
Images with credits and captions 
1. This Place Matters:  
Caption-UGA Student in front of the UGA Arch, the traditional entrance to the University’s historic North Campus
Credit-Athens Convention & Visitors Bureau
2. Heritage Trail Along the North Oconee River Greenway
Caption- The Heritage Trail along the North Oconee River Greenway explores Athens history with fifty-one interpretive panels covering topics such as William Bartram’s Trail, early railroad history, and local manufacturing.
Credit-Athens Convention & Visitors Bureau

3. Downtown Athens and the University of Georgia
Caption-The historic North Campus of the University of Georgia, America’s first state-chartered college, lies directly across Broad St. from vibrant Downtown Athens.
Credit- Georgia Department of Economic Development
4. Downtown Athens Sidewalk Café Streetscape
Caption: Athens’ vibrant downtown is a popular gathering place bustling with activity at all hours of the day and night.  A waitress serves up Terrapin Beer from the local brewery, which is open for public tour.
Credit-Athens Downtown Development Authority/Marcus Williams

5. Georgia Bulldogs Gameday
Caption: There’s nothing quite like Southeastern Conference football.  Over 100,000 UGA fans wearing Red & Black descend upon Athens each fall for a weekend-long party.
Credit- Athens Downtown Development Authority/Marcus Williams

6. T.R.R. Cobb House
Caption:  The home of T.R.R. Cobb, UGA graduate, co-founder of its School of Law, Confederate General, and principal author of the Confederate Constitution, is one of four historic house museums in Athens.
Credit-T.R.R. Cobb House

7. Pod tour at Double-Barreled Cannon
Caption: Visitors to Athens can learn more about the city’s historic sites through a Pod Tour, with 10 stops including the world’s only Double-Barreled Cannon.
Credit-Classic City Tours
Athens Convention & Visitors Bureau
300 N. Thomas St., Athens, GA  30601       800.653.0603        VisitAthensGA.com


